CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

LANDMARK DESIGNATION REPORT

LANDMARK NAME: The Pizzitola Building AGENDA ITEM: C

OWNERS: Anthony Pizzitola and Lydia Bilton HPO FILE No.: HP2025 0042
APPLICANTS: Anthony Pizzitola DATE ACCEPTED: Feb -10- 2025
LocATION: 1138 W Gray Street, Houston, TX, 77019 HAHC HEARING: Apr-10-2025

SITE INFORMATION: Lot 4 and Tract 3A, Block 6, Rosemont Heights, City of Houston, Harris County,
Texas. The site includes a one-story brick commercial building with an adjoining one-story stucco single
family residence attached to the rear.

TYPE OF APPROVAL REQUESTED: Landmark Designation

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY

The Pizzitola Building can be described as a one-story brick commercial building constructed circa
1932-34. Attached to the rear of the commercial building is a one-story stucco, single family residence.
A covered porch connects the house to the rear wall of the brick commercial structure. The two
buildings possess excellent integrity and are prime examples of early twentieth century commercial
construction with adjoining living quarters. Originally, the stucco house sat where the commercial
building is currently located at the front of the lot facing W Gray Street. The house was listed as 1136 W
Gray and was the only building on the lot. When Frank Pizzitola acquired the property in the early
1930s, he decided to pick up the stucco house and relocate it to the rear of the lot. After this move was
complete, he constructed the commercial brick building in its place with plans to utilize the site as a
rental property. Over the years, 1138 W Gray has been occupied by numerous local Houston businesses
from grocery stores to a picture framing shop. The current owner, Anthony Pizzitola, son of Frank
Pizzitola, named the building in honor of his late father. The Pizzitola Building located at 1138 W Gray
Street meets Criteria 1, 3, 4, 5, & 8 for Landmark Designation.

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE
Frank Raymond Pizzitola

Frank Raymond Pizzitola was born to Gaitano John Pizzitola and Anna Ciulla on July 31, 1894, in
Orange, Texas. He was the fourth of five sons: Vincenzo (b.1877), Giovani “John” (b.1879), Jack
(b.1882), and Joseph George (b.1896) Pizzitola. His parents both immigrated to the United States
through New Orleans, Louisiana from Bisacquino, Citta Metropolitana di Palermo, Sicilia, Italy between
1886-1888. From New Orleans, the Pizzitolas went to Orange, Texas. Frank was born there and worked
in the oil fields during his teen years. He had only a fourth-grade education. By the 1910 Census, the
family is shown as living on a county road in La Marque, Texas where Gaitano Pizzitola is listed as a
farmer, and Frank is sixteen years old. He was drafted to World War I in June 1917 at the age of 22 and
is listed as working as a laborer in a machine shop called “Lane and Bowler”.

As time went on, Frank moved away from home and eventually settled in Houston, Texas following the
war. According to the 1920 Census, he was living in a boarding house at 1113 Travis Street, and his
occupation was a foreman at an auto shop. On November 23, 1921, Frank married Miss Bernadine
Magdalen Guseman at Annunciation Catholic Church in Houston, Texas. The 1923-24 City of Houston
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Directory lists F R Pizzitola residing at 1402 Matthews; he then lived at 820 Fairview Avenue and
worked at “Pizzitola Bros Meat” at 4113 McKinney Avenue by 1926. On the 1927 directory, he is still
listed as a butcher, and the couple has moved to Taft Street. According to the 1930 Census, Frank,
Bernadine, and Bernadine’s mother Lenora are shown living together at 1301 Taft with Frank’s
occupation being the owner of a butcher shop called “Frank’s Quality Market”. In addition to the
butcher shop, Frank owned a small grocery store which was run by Bernadine. He was taught at an early
age that one’s degree of wealth was determined by the amount of land owned at a time. He made it a
point to acquire as many properties as he possibly could in order to make a name for himself.

Over the years, Frank continued to manage his businesses (c.1920-1940s) and rental properties in
addition to working as a general contractor. Together, he and Bernadine had one child. Anthony Frank
Pizzitola was born on July 17, 1949. Upon Frank’s passing on July 21, 1974, the property at 1138 W
Gray was left to his son. Anthony married Lydia Bilton in 1976 and moved into the stucco house at the
rear of the property. They remained tenants of the house until 1987. Anthony continues to be the proud
owner of 1138 W Gray to this day.

1138 W Gray Construction and Occupant History

When Frank Pizzitola acquired the property along W Gray Street, a one-story stucco house sat on the lot
and was addressed as 1136 W Gray. The house appears on the 1925 Sanborn map, so its construction
took place approximately between 1924-25 according to city directories. An advertisement in the
Houston Chronicle from August 1932 shows “1136 W Gray, 6-room stucco” house under the Bargain
Counter listing the property for $4500. With the intention of having various rental properties, Frank
decided to purchase the property, pick up the existing house, and move it to the rear of the lot. In its
place fronting the street, he built the brick commercial building which was addressed as 1138 W Gray
upon its completion. According to the 1932 Texas General Contractors Association Bulletin, F. R.
Pizzitola was awarded a contract to construct a one-story 43 x 50 brick store at 1138 W Gray Ave.

According to the current owner, Anthony Pizzitola, his father found architectural plans for a brick
commercial building and modified them to his own design. With his experience working in various
labor-intensive industries, Frank came to view himself as self-proclaimed general contractor and was
extremely handy. Considering this was at the time of the Great Depression, Pizzitola made it a point to
be as frugal as possible. He employed people who had been laid off from their office jobs and they went
to work building the structure entirely by group force. They mixed mortar by hand, and layered walls
with bricks, concrete plaster, and more brick. By 1934, the building was complete and ready for a local
business to set up shop.

The first business to occupy 1138 W Gray was Nowell’s Grocery No.2 in 1934. Newspaper
advertisements mention the business having two store locations: 2403 Taft with “Good charge accounts
solicited. Free delivery” and 1138 W Gray available for “cash and carry”. Nowell’s No.2 is listed as the
tenant of 1138 W Gray in newspapers through 1943. In December 1946, a new name is associated with
the address: W. T. Morrow. A newspaper advertisement from January 1948 shows a grocery store as the
tenant of the building, which is Morrow Food Market. By December 1954, the grocery business is listed
as being for sale at 1138 W Gray. The listing reads, “Grocery. (old established). Must sell. Account
health. Good fixtures, clean stock. Living quarters. 1138 W Gray”. This advertisement is run in papers
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repeatedly from 1954-1966. Other listings mention the address as having an adjoining house with
reasonable rent. This pattern continues until the next tenant comes along.

In summer of 1966, 1138 W Gray became an auction house. Announcements ran in the newspapers
almost daily to notify the community of the “Gigantic Public Auction” happening each week. The
auctions were advertised as taking place every Tuesday and Friday at 7:30 in the evening. Items
available included everything from furniture, home appliances, jewelry, and antiques to restaurant
booths, automobiles, and industrial equipment. The auctions were open to the public and even included
antique estate items from around the country, not just local finds. Most of the advertisements name Col.
Mutt Meeks as the auctioneer leading the weekly sales. By the summer of 1970, 1138 W Gray is listed
in an advertisement for a new store that is “in need of furniture and guns”. The business is listed as
Mack’s Pawn Shop in an article mentioning local robberies which occurred in November later that year.
Mack’s was robbed of $118 by two gunmen at 2:40 p.m. The address continues to be mentioned
throughout the early 1970’s as having a good selection of bargain sales each week. A new auction house
announces its opening at 1138 W Gray in an advertisement on July 4, 1976. The company listed is
Bowles Auction Co. The business served not only as an antique auction house and consignment, but also
as a place to host poetry events. Poetry readings, as well as workshops were held at Bowles on Fridays
from 8:00-12:00 p.m. Local poets, musicians, and playwrights were given the opportunity to present
their work in a “coffeehouse atmosphere” for the public. The building remained an auction house until
the late 1980s.

According to a newspaper article from July 1989, a “Montrose Retail Space or Studio” is listed as being
available for rent at 1138 W Gray. The advertisement describes the building as “2000 sqft 14’ ceiling,
tons of A/C, great curb appeal on heavily traveled downtown artery”. In the 1990s, the building became
occupied by an art furniture gallery, and then a picture framing shop in 1998. The framing shop
remained as the tenant of the commercial space as well as the adjoined stucco house until 2023 when the
business owner passed away. Since then, both buildings have remained vacant. Anthony Pizzitola,
property owner since 1974, maintained and restored the buildings following the vacancy. The restoration
project was completed in 2024 and is currently awaiting a new tenant to occupy the commercial space as
Frank R. Pizzitola had originally intended.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

1138 W Gray — Commercial Building

The building fronting W Gray Street can be described as a one-story brick commercial storefront with an
adjoining stucco house attached to the rear. The commercial structure is seven bays wide (storefront
along W Gray Street) and six bays deep. The building is constructed entirely of brick in various shades
of orange and neutral tones in a running bond pattern. Textured face bricks are used on the entire south
(front) elevation and continue until the halfway mark along the west (left) and east (right) elevations.
The bricks then change from a textured face to a smooth face brick throughout the remaining rear
portion of the building. The front elevation has a storefront entrance with two separate entry points with
a brick pilar divide: one single door with a large glass pane stretching % of the door face and a transom
above, and one set of double doors with a large glass pane stretching % of each door face and a transom
above. The two entrances give the impression that two businesses could occupy the building at once.
Storefront style picture windows span across the rest of the front elevation from the edge of the door to
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the end of the wall. Seven rows of decorative black and white smooth geometric ceramic tiles run the
length of the fagade and go from the base of the picture windows to the edge of the sidewalk entry. A
metal awning shelters the entire front elevation from the elements. Cables connect the awning to the
upper portion of the fagcade with a diamond shaped brick pattern at the attachment site. Along the top
edge of the awning, a row of divided lite transom windows spans across the elevation. A stepped parapet
tops the front fagade with a cornice lined with bricks in a dentil pattern. On either side of the parapet is a
decorative masonry corbel with curled ends. The parapet hides the flat roof which extends from the front
to the rear of the building. The interior is one large commercial space with a small bathroom.

1138 W Gray (Previously 1136 W Gray) — Rear Stucco Single-Family Residence

The building located at the rear of Lot 4, Tract 3A can be described as a one-story textured stucco
single-family residence on a pier-and-beam foundation. The building is five bays wide and seven bays
deep with a covered front porch adjoining to the rear of the commercial building. Masonry steps lead up
to the covered porch from the east (right) elevation and have a raised landing leading to the inside. The
building is topped by a hipped-gable roof and includes six rooms on the interior.
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APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION
Sec. 33-224. Criteria for designation

(a) The HAHC, in making recommendations with respect to designation, and the city council, in making
a designation, shall consider one or more of the following criteria, as appropriate for the type of
designation:

S NA S - satisfies D - does not satisfy NA - not applicable

X [ ] (1) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area possesses character, interest or value as a
visible reminder of the development, heritage, and cultural and ethnic diversity of the city, state, or
nation;

] Xl (2) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is the location of a significant local, state or
national event;

X [ ] (3) Whether the building, structure, object, site or area is identified with a person who, or group or
event that, contributed significantly to the cultural or historical development of the city, state, or
nation;

X [ ] (4) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area exemplify a
particular architectural style or building type important to the city;

X [ ] (5) Whether the building or structure or the buildings or structures within the area are the best
remaining examples of an architectural style or building type in a neighborhood;

[] Xl (6) Whether the building, structure, object or site or the buildings, structures, objects or sites within
the area are identified as the work of a person or group whose work has influenced the heritage of

the city, state, or nation;

L] X (7) Whether specific evidence exists that unique archaeological resources are present;
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XI [ (8) Whether the building, structure, object or site has value as a significant element of community
sentiment or public pride.
AND

] X (9) If less than 50 years old, or proposed historic district containing a majority of buildings, structures,
or objects that are less than 50 years old, whether the building, structure, object, site, or area is of
extraordinary importance to the city, state or nation for reasons not based on age (Sec. 33-224(b)).

Sec. 33-229. Criteria for protected landmark designation
S NA S - satisfies D - does not satisfy NA - not applicable

|:| |X| (1) Meets at least three of the criteria for designation in section 33-224 of this Code;

] |Z| (2) Was constructed more than 100 years before application for designation was received by the
director;

] |X| (3) Is listed individually or as a contributing structure in an historic district on the National Register of
Historic Places; or

L] |X| (4) Is recognized by the State of Texas as a Recorded State Historical Landmark.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission recommend to City
Council the Landmark Designation of The Pizzitola Building located at 1138 W Gray Street, Houston,
TX 77019.

HAHC RECOMMENDATION [LEAVE BLANK FOR HAHC REPORT — INCLUDE FOR ACTION REPORT]

The Houston Archaeological and Historical Commission recommends to City Council the Landmark
Designation of the [Full Name of Landmark] at [Address].
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EXHIBIT A
PHOTOS
THE P1zZITOLA BUILDING
1138 W GRAY STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77019

Photo XX: South (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Stepped parapet detail on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Decorative tile detail on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Decorative tile detail on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Front entry hardware on the south (front) elevation facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Front entry from W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Oblique view of the southwest (front left) corner looking towards the rear of the lot. Photo by
Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: West (left) elevation looking towards the rear of the lot. Photo by Cara Qulgley, 2025.
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Photo XX: West (left) elevation of the adjoining stucco residence at the rear of the lot. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Detail view of the covered porch from the west (left) elevation that adjoins the stucco house
to the rear of the commercial building. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Oblique view of the southeast (front right) corner facing W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
~
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Photo XX: East (right) elevation. Camera looking south towards W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley,
2025.
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Photo XX: Brick detail halfway down the west and east side elevations. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Northeast (rear right) corner of the east (right) elevation. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Northeast (rear right) corner. Camera looking south towards W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Northeast (rear right) corner of commercial building and southeast (front right) corner of rear
stucco house adjoining at the middle with the covered porch. Camera looking south towards W Gray
Street. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior of commercial building entering the space from W Gray Street. Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior of commercial building looking towards W Gray Street from the rear of the space.
Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior view of storefront windows looking out to W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley,
2025.
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Photo XX: Interior view of storefront windows looking out to W Gray Street. Photo by Cara Quigley,
2025.
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Photo XX: Oblique view of the east (right) elevation of the stucco house at the rear of the lot. Photo by
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Photo XX: East (right) elevatlon of the stucco house at the rear of the lot Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025
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Photo XX: East (right) view of the covered porch adjoining the stucco house to the commercial building.
Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Covered porch adjoining the two buildings. Camera looking west (left). Photo by Cara
Quigley, 2025.

; A\ 4
} A
U
-
L -
J— P
o ) 1 bz \
R | ‘ 4L =
= == =
T ‘ ,-:i } e
I E 3
| i
|
—
The Pizzitola Building Page 31 of 80

HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Photo XX: View of covered porch adjoining the two buildings. Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking south out to the rear of the commercial building.
Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking west (left). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking west (left). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.

The Pizzitola Building Page 35 of 80 HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking northeast (rear right). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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Photo XX: Interior of the rear stucco house looking east (right). Photo by Cara Quigley, 2025.
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EXHIBIT B
SITE MAP
THE P1zZITOLA BUILDING
1138 W GRAY STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77019

Map XX: Aerial view of the site. Accessed March 2025, Google Maps.
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Map XX: Aerial view of the site. Accessed March 2025, Google Maps.
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Map XX: Survey of the site dated December 10, 2023. Courtesy of Anthony Pizzitola, 2025.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

EXHIBIT C
HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION
THE P1zZITOLA BUILDING
1138 W GRAY STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77019
(NOTE: FIGURES ARE ARRANGED IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER)

Figure XX: 1910 U.S. Census lists the Pizzitola family living on a county road in La Marque, TX.
Members of the household include Gaitano, Annacilla, Frank (16), and Joe (13). Accessed March 2025
from Ancestry.com.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: WWI Draft Registration Card for Frank Pizzitola (22) from June 1917. Accessed March
2025 from Ancestry.com.
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Archaeological & Historical Commission

CITY OF HOUSTON

Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: 1920 U.S. Census lists Frank Pizzitola (25) as a boarder and working as a foreman at an auto

shop. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Texas Marriage Records from 1921 listing the union of Frank Pizzitola and Bernadine
Guseman. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1923 for Frank’s Quality Market, owned by Frank Pizzitola.
Acessed April 2025.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Frank’s Quality Market, ¢.1923. This photo was printed in the Houston Chronicle
advertising the market. Photo courtesy of Anthony Pizzitola, 2025.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: 1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the stucco single family residence on the lot and
addressed as 1136 W Gray Street. Accessed March 2025 from Houston Public Library Digital Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Harris County Tax Records from 1928 listing the original owner of the stucco house
addressed 1136 W Gray Street. Accessed March 2025 from Harris County Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Building Land Assessment (BLA) documents for 1136 W Gray from 1929. Accessed March
2025 from Harris County Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: 1930 U.S. Census listing Frank (35) and Bernadine (30) Pizzitola, and Lenora Guseman (67)
living at 1301 Taft. Frank is listed working as a Butcher and owner of the butcher shop. Accessed March
2025 from Ancestry.com.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: BLA documents for 1136 W Gray from 1931. Accessed March 2025 from Harris County
Archives.

The Pizzitola Building Page 51 of 80 HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1932 listing 1136 W Gray for sale. Accessed April 2025.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Texas General Contractors Bulletin from 1932 listing a contract awarded to F R Pizzitola for
a new brick HoustonStore. Accessed March 2025 from Houston Public Library.

Day isbor, Houston Sinclair Refining Co. ...Fill sta (36x38 bk) 2101 Austin v}
General Const. Co., Houston ... Mrs. Sallie Rosenfield....Res (2-sy 40x26 bv) 2402 Southmer -
- A - o 0 I & ') |

J. J. Kuhn & Sons, Houston ...V i

J, i z —— L\ ' I‘ A Honston Nt SIS 36x56 by )14l Yy eSEOIC ;

4 {LKI’::;L!; af gt:)%sgguston ..... F. R. Pizzitola, HoustonStore (1-sy 43x50 bk)1138 W Gur

T 3 Portele. Housto;‘"“”"'"llflc%‘rLﬂelmeiag COI-_I ---Fill sta (l-sy.22ﬁ§4b§)} 3
; — - H. L. Bartlett, Htn. -sy 7-rm 24x34 bv

B. B Smis tr?ft?n Sesssssncsnnnese Ll , E. Jnhns&nn T—Tn“nit\r‘lnﬁgf g% E{ I'l].?ga hed w

The Pizzitola Building Page 53 of 80 HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: BLA documents for 1136 & 1138 W Gray from 1932. Accessed March 2025 from Harris
County Archives.

The Pizzitola Building Page 54 of 80 HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Harris County Tax Records from 1932 listing 1136 & 1138 W Gray existing. Accessed
March 2025 from Harris County Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: BLA documents for 1138 W Gray from 1933. Accessed March 2025 from Harris County
Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing the bricked commercial building and attached
stucco house at the rear of the lot. Accessed March 2025 from Houston Public Library Digital Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper ad from 1934 for Nowell’s Grocery at 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: 1940 U.S. Census listing Frank (46), Bernadine (40), and Lenora (75) living at 1301 Taft.
Frank is listed working as a general repairman at home. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Frank and Bernadine Pizzitola ¢.1940’s. Courtesy of Anthony Pizzitola, 2025.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: WWII Draft Card for Frank Pizzitola (47). Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com.
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JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]

3. MAILING ADDRESS

AM £

[Mailing address if other than place indicated on line 2.  1f same insert word same)
4 TELEPHONE 5. AGE IN YEARS 6 P

B e, %135/

(Exchange) (Number) (Mg (D (¥r.)

7 NaM D ADDRESS u@on WHO WILL ALWAYS KNOW YOUR ADDRESS

[« &

i ] Y o Falt

9. PLACE OF EHJ’IDY NT OR BUSINESS

----- e L L LT L e

Number and street or B, F. D . number) { Town) {County)
I ArFirM THEAT I HAVE VERIFIED ABOVE ANSWERS AND THAT THEY ArE TrRUE. -/
- " 4

D. 8. 8. Form 1
(Revised 4-1-42)
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper listing from 1946 naming WT Morrow at 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Houston Chronicle (published as THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - December 12, 1846 - page 45
December 12, 1946 | Mouston Chronicle (published as THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE] | Mouston, Texas | Page 45

MORROW, V. 7. ... ...... . 1138 ¥. Gray

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Houston Chronicle, HOME Two Star ed., 12 Dec. 1946, p. 45. NewsBank: America’s News - Historical and Current,

https-/finfoweb. newsbank.com/apps/newsfopenurlfox_ver=239.88-
2004&sft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&swve_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=001C2A34C3EFASED&rft_val_format=infok3Acfifmt¥3Akevi3Amud3ActxE&rft_dat=document_id¥3Aimage%252Fv2%H253A1 4083001 CA032IB4H Z5ADEANK-
NB-16089746C0BAAD1FHH25402432167-160893984E1 CABID%254044- 1608939841 CABID#®2540. Accessed 1 Apr. 2025,

© This entire service

cntent portions therecf are copyrighted by NewsBank andior its content providers.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1948 naming Morrow Food Market at 1138 W Gray.
Accessed April 2025.

Housion Chrenbcle (pablished as THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - Jansary 11, 1948 - page 34
Janiisary 11, 1948 | Houston Choonicle (publiked &5 THE HOUSTON CHROKICLE] | Houston, Tess | Page 34

.Blltl'llil'ls adding  -machine-caazh
register combine. hand operated.
$100. Morrow Food Market. 1138 W.
Gray. LT e !

CITATION {(MLA STYLE)

Howston Chronicle, SUNDAY ed., 11 Jan. 1948, p. 34, MewsBank: Armerics’s Mews - Mistorical sid Current,

hittgssfinfaweb newsbank comiappainewsopenurTicts_ver-z39,68-

20048 id=infoRaAsidfinlowe b newibank com Ssve_dat=AMMEWSEreq_dat=001C2A3ACAERASEO RN vial Format=infosaAafiffrmtHIAkeviIAmD S TACEA_dal=document_id%3Akmag e I51 Fy 2% I53A 12 DBIICT CA03 22 BARIS:
ME-16213E5451 FO7540%25402432562-161 GEBBEDFI%ISA053-161 FAE2SEEBBEDRD% 3540, Accessed 1 Apr. 2025,

0 This il S8nce andiar (OMEERL POMtions Pereal & ighted by NewsEank andior i15 content
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: BLA documents for 1136 & 1138 W Gray from ¢.1950s. Accessed March 2025 from Harris
County Archives.
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Archaeological & Historical Commission

CITY OF HOUSTON

Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: 1950 U.S. Census listing Frank (55) and Bernadine Pizzitola living at 1301 Taft. Frank is
shown working as a contractor. Accessed March 2025 from Ancestry.com.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1954 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Hosston Chrenkels (published a3 THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - December 9, 1954 - page 51
Decemiser 9, 1954 | Houston Chienick [puliished ak THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE) | Heusion, Texas | Page 51

|'Gracery. (aid establisbed), must
:ru."aﬁggg h :mﬁlmf.!&r?gdmt:g-
ure . ; -
ters, 1138 W Gray.

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Howstan Chronicie, FINAL One Star ed., 9 Dec, 1954, p. 51, NewsBank: Arverics's News - Wisforical aond Current,

it finfawel newsbank comisppanewsopenurfet:_ver-219 B8

20048 id=infoR3Asidinloweb. newibank.com&sve_dst=AMNEWSEréq_dat=001 C2AZ4CIERISED&rit_vial_format=infosb3AafiilrmHIAkeviIAmDs IAO R dal=dacument_id%IAimage%I53FyI%I53A14DEIIC1 CADI2ZBARDS.
ME-161BBEFESRETITISH25402435086-161BBTBAG7T 30F1 1CH254050-161 BEETBLETI0F 11CHR254A0. Avcessed 1 Apr. 2025,

& This #MMline SErdcE SNAMGT OTMERL BOMTiGhs Wedl are CopyTighoed by MNEWsBank andior IS contenl providers
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1965 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Hosston Chironkcle (published s HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - May 20, 1965 - page 45

May 20, Y95 | Meuston Chronice [published a5 HOUSTON CHRONICLE) | Houston, Tews | Page 45

WELL ESTABLISHED
s m""d‘ref':s}:: I|‘a":!'£:""r :‘?ﬂ W
Grav. JA 89690, T o )

CITATION (MLA STYLE)}

Howston Chronicle, FINAL ed., 20 May 1965, p. 45, MensBank: Armerics’s Mews - Wistorfeal and Current,

hittpasdfinfawel newsbank com/appalnewsiopenurTet:_ver—z39 &3-

20048 id=info3Asidfinfaweb newsbank com Esve_dat=AMMNEWSEreq_dat=-001C2A3403ERISED&rM_vial_format=infosIAafif I AkevHIAMIS AT dat-document_id%3Aimage® 252 Fv2% 2534 14DB35C1 CANI22BARDS.
ME-16246BEEFIC2CEIER25L02435001- 16204432 TAAEADFAR 2540421 BI04 432 IARADFAISA0, Accessed 1 Apr. 2005,

© This entire sendce andior content portins tereol are copyrighied by MewsBank andior its csetent groviders
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Archaeological & Historical Commission

CITY OF HOUSTON

Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper obituary from 1965 for Bernadine Pizzitola. Accessed April 2025.

Heusten Chirongele (published 28 HOUSTON CHEONICLE) - October 15, 1965 - page 54
Ootihir 15, 1965 | Howston Chidioke (publshed i HOUSTON CHRONICLE) | Houston, Texs | Page 54

* & ¥

PIZZITOLA—Mrs, Bernadine

Pizzitola, 65, 1301 Taft,
passed away Friday in a local
hospifal. Member of Maria S 8
Del Balzo, Altar Society of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church,
Catholic Taughters of America,
Our Lady of Victory Court 234.
Survivors: Hushand, Frank R.
Pizzilala; son, Anthony Pizzi-
tola; several nicces and neph-
cews, all of Houston. Rosary 8
p m. Friday Earthman’s Fannjn
Street chapel, 7:30 p.m. by
Catholic Daughters of America,
Qur Lady of Victory Court 234.
Services 2:30 pm. Saturday
Fannin Street chapel, 3 p.m.
Sacred Heart Co-Cathedral
Catholic Church. Burial Gar-
den of Gethsemani. Palibear-
ers: G. T. Pizzitola, T. L. Piz-
zitola, Otito Pizzitola, Johnny
Pizzitola, S. L, Pizzitola, Na-
than L. Trapolina, Joe L,
Trapolina, B. F. Guseman.
Earthman Funerals, 2420 Fan-

nin, CA 3-4541.
x W oW

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Howston Chronicle, FINAL ed., 1500t 1965, p. 54 NewsBank America’s News - Historcal and Current,
hirpedfinfoweb newsbank comiapps/ newsfopenuriclx_wer=x39 E8-
P
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission

Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1966 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Houston Chronscle (publisbed & HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - September 3, 1566 - page 21
Sepuember 3, 1966 | Houston Chraricle foublished as HOUSTOM CHETMICLE) | Houson, Texss | Page 21

| 1094 Auclions

"TUESDAY 7:30 P.M.
1138 W. GRAY

iVacaﬂnv oroperty Must sell all fur-
niture, appliances. {ixtures. indus
“trial fan, show case, auction sfand,
check-out counters, gondolas, gas
heaters, refrigerators, washers, lunk
Appliance parts toys, wagons, bl
cycles, antiaucs, Many more [lems
Complete sell ot

SEPTEMBER 6.
JA 8-804

CITATIOM (MLA STYLE)

Hensston Chronicie, FINAL éd., 3 Sepl. 1966, p. 21. MNewsBank: Armericss News - Wisforical snd Cumsat,
httpafinfoweh rews bank
2004 LT jd=infoR3Asidiin

amlappalnewsapenurfey_ ver-z39.E8-

© This entine sendce andior content portions dsereal are copyrighted By MewsEank andior 1S content providers.

aweb.newsbark.comEsve_dat=AMMNEWSEreq_dar=001 C2A3403ERSEO&rT_val_format=infollAalifmis3AkekIAmraSIActberlt_dat=-document_id%3Aimage® 352 Fy2%I53A 1£DAIICICA0322B4H IS
ME-16272A1 91207 DE05%25402435372- 16272781 158EDEACHES020-162727H1 1 SEEDEACW 2540, Accessed 1 Apr, 2025,
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1967 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Houston Chronbele (published as HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - July 26, 1967 - page 48
Iy 26, T9ET | Mousion Chroricle (publideed o5 HOUSTON CHROMICLE) | Howon, Tees | Page 48
AUCTION SALE
¥Y_FRIDAY NIGHT
EvERAT 7:30 _P.M.
1138 W, GRAY

JA 4-8118
OX 40897

CITATION {MLA STYLE)
Houstan Chronicie, FINAL ed., 26 July 1967, p. £B. MewsSank: Amenica’s News - Histarical and Currant,
hittpafinfowist rewsbank com/appanewsiapenuries ver-139 &8-

200481 id=infoR3Asidinfaweb newsbank com&sve_dat=AMNEWSEreq_dat=-001C2A3203EFASED& T val_format=infosdAafifmi3AkeviIAmiaIAErTt dat-document_id%3Aimage®252 Fv2%253A14DB3CT CA0322BAHIS,
NE-162B024558 4 B5BE5M 25402439656 1 62 BOGADEET 1 321%252047- 162BCEASDIET 1321 WS40, Acceddad 1 Apr. 2025,

& This #iiline Sarvice andior oo
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1967 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

NewsBank

Houston Chronicle (published as HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - October 15, 1967 - page 65
October 15,1967 | Houston Chronicle (published as HOUSTON CHRONICLE) | Houstan, Texas | Page 65

R

Nt i S

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, STARTING 7:00 P.M,
1138 W. GRAY, HOUSTON

MURPHY'S ANTIQUES FROM MAINE
Mr, Murphy is bringing to Houston cone cof New England‘s

largest anfique shops to bz sald in parf here in Hoeuston.
Everything sold in lots to suit all buvers. A partial listing:
Mid-Victorian, Chippendale, Sheraton fyrniture, leather bound

\ Bibles, art glass, lamps, pocket watches, manfie and kitchen \

i
I

clocks, secretaries, china cabinets, rockers, paintings, frames,

Ornental &x? rugs, rcund tables with chairs, pedestals, statues,
iars, settees, crystal, and heavy press glassware, carnivali,
Bavarian porcelain dishware, Hundreds of ifems. Try lo attend.
We would appreciate it. e

4
AUCTIONEER,
MUTT MEEKS \
&F

|
!
:
|
!

CA 71515, EXT. 160

Houston Chronicle, Four Star ed., 15 Oct. 1967, p. 65. NewsBank: America's News - Historical and Current, https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/openurl?ctx_ver=z39.88-
2004&rft_id=info%3Asid/infoweb.newsbank.com&svc_dat=AMNEWS&req_dat=0D1C2A34C3EF45E0&rft_val_format=info%3Aofi/fmtIe3Akevie3Amtxd3Actx&rft_dat=document_id%3Aimage¥252Fv2%253A14DB39C1C40322B4%2540EANX-
NB-1647A36925D20DDD%25402439779-16479D42D53E5FB2%254064-16479D42D53E5FB2%2540. Accessed 1 Apr. 2025.

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

@ This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1970 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Houston Chronkcle (peblished s HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - May 19, 1970 - page 47

May 19, 1970 | Heusben Chronide [published as BOUSTON CHROKICLE) | Housion, Texs | Page 47

NEED FURNITURE & guns, new

store, 1138 W. Gray. N
cash, 513-3744, ray. Wili plckup. Pay

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Hipustan Chronicle, FINAL ed ., 19 May 1570, p. 47, NewsBank: Amenica’s News - Mistorical and Current,

it finfaweb newsbank comiappainewsiopenurlfet:_ver—z39 Bi-

2004 ErT_jd=infoR3Asidinfoweb.newsbank. com&sve_dat=AMNEWSEreq_dat=001 C2A3403ERSE0RrN_val_format=infod3AafifmisIAkelIAmexSIActErit_dat=document_id%3Aimage® 252 Fv2%I53A 14D BICT C40322B4H 25
NE-162FER D041 381 27 2%2 540244072 6-1 E2FGABRIAS02 590 2540461 B2 FEARZAS02 I58DHISL0. Accasied 1 Apr. 2025,

© This @iilife Sendoe SHAiar COMERT POMions Mieal ae CopyTiERed by NewsBank sndior s content praviders
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: BLA document (pg. 1 of 2) from 1972 listing 1138 W Gray. Accessed March 2025 from
Harris County Archives.
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Archaeological & Historical Commission

CITY OF HOUSTON

Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: BLA document (pg. 2 of 2) from 1972 listing 1138 W Gray. Accessed March 2025 from

Harris County Archives.
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper obituary from 1974 for Frank Pizzitola. Accessed April 2025.

Houston Chronkele rmutunnumucwmm Tuly zz, 1974 - page B4
July 23, 1974 | Houston cle {published as HOUSTOM CHIONICLE) | Howsnon, Texs | Page 64

| PYZZITOLA — Frank Ra:ﬂnond
Pizzitola, 79, 1301 Taft died
Sunday Member of Sacred
Heart Co-Cathedral, member of |
Sacred Heart Society. Survi-
vors: Wife, Mrs. Rosalie S.
Pizzitola; son, Anthony F.
Pizzitola; step-daughters. Miss
Maryleu Blust, Miss Monica
Blust, all of Houston: step-son,
Edward J. Blust, California;
brother, Joseph G. Pizziiza,
Houstun' several nieces and!
nephews and grandnieces. 2nd}
grandnephews. Rosary 7:30!
p-m. Monday Earthmans Fan-i
nin St. Chape; Mass Tuesday!
23rd, 10 2.m. Sacred Heart Co-i
Cathedral. Interment Garden of
Gethsemani. Pa:lbearerc: :
‘Tannie Pizzitola, Tamnie G.!
1 Pizzitola. Steve Pizzitola, I%J.dri
ion Acuilina. Anthony Aquilina,i
Jee V. Pizzitola. John Pizziiola,!
Joseph ‘Trapolino. Honm...,vl
Paltbearers: Scbasiian Roca-i .
forte, Jasper Pizzitola, Marion; -
.Aqullma, Sr., Vincent Chicdo.;
rNorman DeLoof Otto_Pizzitola.| i
'Graveside  services auspzces
‘Veterans of Foreign Wars.:
Ef}?PTI—I\lANS 2420 Fannin, 223-
1 i

o = N

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Hpuston Chranicle, FINAL ed., 22 July 1974, p. 64. MewsBamk: Ameanica’s Mews - Mistarical and Current,

hitpefinfowet newsbank comiapps/newslapenurfet: ver—£39 83-

200481 idminfoR3Asidinfoweb. newsbank com&sve_dat=AMNEWSEreq_dar-001C2A34C3ERISEORr vl Format=infoslAafifmi®3AkeviIAmaSIACE_dat~document_id%3IAimag eI 53 Ful%I53414DB3SC1CA0322BAHIS
NE-16348FASFAZNAD D EW 25402442 251-1 6ILE646E56 TADEDH.254063-1 63466 LEESETADED% 2540, Accessed 1 Apr. 2035,

© This @filine Sendce SHior SOMEnt poMions Meieol & copyTighied by NewsBank and/of 1S content (Fovden.
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Archaeological & Historical Commission

CITY OF HOUSTON

Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1976 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Howston Chronkele rpu_n].unm'_a HOUETON CHREONICLE) - July 4, 1976 - page 118

July &, 1976 | Houss shid dei HOUSTON CHROMICLE) | Houston, Texs | Page 115

- liaw AUCTION HOUSE

OPENS!
T F ?’ﬁ;fysEstate Auc&l%n B:P. M.
u ce Large a un.
mt{ Bowles Auchon Co, 1 L\r
Gray, 528-0040 Phili Bowles Auc-
tioneer, License # TXGC-76-0383
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CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1976 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

m;ammk

Houston Chronicle (published as HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - August 7, 1976 - page 18
Augus: 7, 1976 | Houston Chronide: (published as HOLISTON CHRONICLE) | Houston, Texas | Fage 18

POETRY READING: Poets Workshop
and Sunsprout magazine to sponsor
First Friday poetry reading from 8 to 12
p.m. Friday at Bowles Auction Co., 1138
W. Gray. Poets will read their own work
in a coffeehouse atmosphere.

CITATION (MLA STYLE)
Houston Chronicle, Street final ed., 7 Aug. 1976, p. 18. NewsBank: America’s News - Historical and Current,
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Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1980 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Houston Chronkele (published as HOUSTON CHRONICLE) - June 20, 1580 - page 95
Jurse 301, 1980 | Housion Chrorick jpublidhed s HOUSTON CHRONICLE) | Housen, Teeas | Page 95

1402 Rooms, Furnished

A C. beclronmj Itit hen nrlvlleses-
5 k. River Oaks area. Apply
I‘IJB W. Gray,i} AM-& PM

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Msuston Ohronicle, Evening Final ed., 20 June 1580, p. 96. MewsBank. Amernicd’s News - Fistorical and Current,

hitpsfinfoweb newsbank.comiappanewsiopenurifctx_ver=x39 E8-

2004ETt_id=infoR3Asidinfoweb. newsbank.comisve_dat=-AMNEWSEreq_dat=001 2AB4CIERSEORrt_val_format=infos3Acaifmis3aAkevkIAmids Iaoolalt_dat=document_id®3Aimaget2 52 Fv2253414DB33CT C40322B4MI5
ME-1642657FBIBEFIE 024244711 6425 FECSO9ERER 095-164J5FBCEOCHBSFER25LD. Accessed 1 Apr, 2025,

© This entine senvice andtor content partions Wereol ane copyrighted By NewsEank andior (1S content providers.

The Pizzitola Building Page 78 of 80 HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper advertisment from 1989 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Howston Chronscle - Jaly L, 1589 - page 121
July 1, 1985 | Howsmon Chronide | Hewsmen, Texas | Page 121
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nuolo.mlmnm fr, 1" cedling,
dhrc. Greal curd appesl on
| pea heaviy Iraveied downiown arfery.

13w, Gra'r. Anlhony Pizzitola
&57-1711 or 671-9411

CITATION (MLA STYLE)

Mouston Chronicle, Two Star ed., 1 July 1985, p. 121, MewsBank: America’s Mews - Mistorical and Currént,

hitpefinfoweb.newsbank.com/appa/newsfopenurfcix_ver=z39.E8-

2004EM_id=infoR3Asidinfoweb. newibank.com&sve_dat=-AMNEWSEreq_dat=001C2A343ERISEDRrN_vial_format=infosaAafiiimisIAkeiIAmDSIACEN_dat-document_idWIAimagewasZ Fu2% 2534140 A39CT C40322 B4 %25,
ME-17069C464 BIFAGSES 254024277091 706961 ABLESSE3EHA5A01 20- 170698 | ABAG59EIB®HISA0. Accessed 1 Apr. 2025,

& This entine sendce andior conment portions il are cogyrighted by NevwsBank andior s content providers

The Pizzitola Building Page 79 of 80 HP2025_0042



CITY OF HOUSTON

Archaeological & Historical Commission Planning and Development Department

Figure XX: Newspaper article from 1990 mentioning 1138 W Gray. Accessed April 2025.

Honston Chronsele - June 13, 1990 - page 292
June 13, 1990 | Houstsn Cheanicle | Hoiston, Tes | Page 292

Working sculptor

Roberto Valdes, a local Houston
sculptor working and showing in
Houston for the last five years, is
directing his energy on putting to-
gether marble furniture,

Drawing upon Houston’s contem-
porary skyline and it's neo-classical
buildings for inspiration, he has now
completed his work and is ready to
begin showing his work, and to work
with area business people and resi-
dents. His work is on display at
Mobil Art, 1138 W. Gray, where he is
manager. Jose Luis Gomez is owner :
of the art furniture gallery.
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