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The Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs (MOCA)
advances cultural priorities through City policies,
programs, partnerships, and communications. MOCA is
the point of contact for many of the City’s arts
investments and implements strategies that support the
City’s Arts and Cultural Plan.



“To foster an
environment in which

art and culture flourish
for the sharing and

benefit of all residents
and visitors.” 

The nonprofit arts and culture industry generates
over $1.3B in annual economic activity in the greater
Houston region – supporting 21,378 full-time
equivalent jobs and generating $251.7M in tax
revenue (Americans for the Arts).

https://www.houstontx.gov/culturalaffairs/Houston_Culture_Plan_2015.pdf


Accessibility, transparency, and equity are the
goals of the redesigned grant system which is
funded with local Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT)
revenue

Via contract, Houston Arts Alliance (HAA)
administers the five competitive peer-
reviewed grant programs. Last year, this
included over 130 panelists and a BIPOC boost
program

The new and improved Houston Cultural
Events Calendar is a grantee requirement and
is open to all to list their events

Seek other funding



Immediate and short-
term financial

assistance to Houston
arts and cultural non-
profit organizations

impacted by COVID-19

*Houston City Council
approved a $5M investment
of American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funds for the arts
sector. In collaboration with
Mid-America Arts Alliance
funds were distributed to 62
organizations via an open
application process. 



Estimated loss income by applicants between 
    Jul ‘21 –Dec ’24: $71,536,912

“Grants such as these are important not only for the
financial health of the organization but the morale of
staff as well as the individual and collective consumer
confidence.”

-Indo-American Association

“The best way to describe the impact of the funding is like
switching from a gas powered car to an electric vehicle.
Sure, the gas powered car will get us there, but the electric
car is where the future is headed, is more efficient and can
operate with less effort. With this funding, we were able to
take a step into the future by fortifying our nonprofit for the
future.”

-Gordon Education Initiatives for the Performing Arts
+Full report available on MOCA webpage



Civic Art
Since 1999, Houston’s Civic Art Ordinance has required that 1.75% of the
budget for eligible City-funded construction projects be spent to integrate
artwork and artists’ ideas in public spaces and conserve the City’s Civic Art
Collection. The City’s Civic Art Collection holds over 800 accessioned works
of art.

Traffic Signal Control Cabinet (TSCC) Mural Program 
This sponsored program has installed over 300 murals city-wide.

Temporary Public Art Placement 
MOCA works with all departments and divisions and any interested parties to
utilize public spaces as locations for temporary art installation.

Houston Poet Laureate Program
The Poet Laureate serves as the City’s ambassador for the literary arts and
completes a community-based project. The current Houston Poet Laureate
is Aris Kian Brown (23-25).

City Hall Exhibitions 
FY 24 - 25 theme is “Feels Like Home.” 



Houston received state certification as a “music-
friendly” city in 2022

Music Advisory Board
Nine action-oriented appointed members serve as
liaisons between the music community and the City
and help foster the economic development of local
musicians and the music industry

Music Directory
This searchable database is a great way to find
local creatives, musicians, music industry
professionals, and support services. Profiles are
free and easy to create

Make Music Day Houston 
In 2021, Houston joined over 1,000 cities in 120
different countries in a global celebration of live
music that occurs every June 21st



 7 Cultural Districts

Arts District Houston

East End Cultural District

Midtown Cultural Arts and
Entertainment District

Museum District 
 

Theater District

Third Ward District

Fifth Ward District 

 Facilities 

Hobby Center for
Performing Arts 

Jones Hall* 

M.A.T.C.H 

Miller Outdoor Theatre*  

Talento Bilingue de
Houston*  

Wortham Center*  

*Managed by Houston First
Corporation, Inc. 



Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs (MOCA) 
Necole S. Irvin, Director

Necole.Irvin@houstontx.gov
Cultural.Affairs@houstontx.gov

832.393.1099
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